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it, and that they had been sent to give satisfaction to
the parents and to the relatives and to the whole
Nation of the deceased. Now, as his relatives were
for the most part at the Three Rivers, these two
Abnaquiois had embarked with the fleet to go to them;
the report of their arrival having already spread,
our warriors, who had taken into their own canoes
these two Ambassadors, met a rather unfriendly
reception from the Algonquins.

They were told at first, that these Algonquins
were inclined to seize the Abnaquiois, that they
might put them to death, contrary to the law of all
Nations; for they came to treat of peace. Jean Bap-
tiste Etinechkawat and No&l Negabamat, who are
the two principal Chiefs of Saint Joseph, seeing that
the Algonquins were crowding together, and that
some were [174] armed, commanded those who were
following them to make a halt and to load their
arquebuses with balls. At these words, a young
Algonquin advanced, knife in hand, to thrust it at
one of the Abnaquiois, but this last, taking a step
backward, presented to him the muzzle of his arque-
bus. The Algonquins exclaimed that it was a
feint,—that their custom is to terrify those who
bring news of the death of any one of their Nation,
even though they come as Delegates and as Media-
tors of peace.

At these words, each one stood still; they looked,
although rather coldly, on the Abnaquiois discussing
their affair; and an Algonquin Captain, a near rela-
tive of one of our Saint Joseph Christians, approach-
ing and addressing him, said: ‘“ My nephew, I am
very glad at thy coming.” *‘ And I,” said this young
Christian, ‘‘ was much astonished, on landing at the



